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PLEASE DO NOT RELEASE BEFORE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3'1
Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  has been g iv en  f u l l  p o sse ss io n  o f  an atom-smashing 
l in e a r  a c c e le r a to r  th a t the U n iv e rs ity  has been op era tin g  on lo a n  from  the Atomic
Energy Commission, Dr. Mark Jakobson o f  the MSU P h ysics D ept, announced in  
M issoula Tuesday.
The U n iv e rs ity  i s  one o f  few er than a dozen sch o o ls  to  have t h is  kind o f 
atom resea rch  equipm ent. Under Jakobson*s d ir e c t io n ,  the a c c e le r a to r  i s  cu rre n tly  
being used to  study the range o f  e le c tro n s  in  m a teria ls  and th e  d is in te g r a t io n  o f 
b e rr iliu m  atoms under bombardment by h ig h -en erg y  X -rays and e le c t r o n s .
The l in e a r  a c c e le r a to r  was o r ig in a l ly  loaned to  the U n iv e rs ity  through the 
U nited S ta tes  D ept, o f  H ealth , Education  and W elfare v ia  the donable p rop erty  
d iv is io n  o f  the Montana S ta te  D ept, o f  P u b lic  In s t r u c t io n . T i t le  t o  the machine 
was t ra n s fe r re d  t o  MSU through the same ch an n els .
F o llow in g  a r r iv a l  o f  the a c c e le r a to r  on the MSU campus in  1954, Dr. Jakobson 
superv ised  in s t a l la t io n  o f  a d d it io n a l equipment t o  aid  in  th e  p a r t icu la r  s tu d ie s  
that are go in g  forw ard in  th e  Physics D ept. The equipment i s  valued at ap p rox i­
m ately $250 ,000 .
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